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AN AIRC is being 

published in Malta 

Something of the gratitude felt for good treatment by some 
of the MacDonald losers following the rout at Culloden in 
1746 can be gauged by a lengthy Gaelic poem by the Clan 
Donald bard, Alexander (Alasdair) MacDonald who had 
served as a captain in the regiment of Clanranald.  In the 
poem, Alexander is approached by the spectre of one 
Brigadier Campbell who had lost his head in the service of 
King James.  He is instructed to build at Ark against a 
forthcoming flood, in which selected people from among his 
enemies may be permitted to take refuge, while others are to 
be left to drown, reflecting what was probably the generally-
held opinion of the victors from among their former foes. 
(paraphrased from volume III, page 151 of  Alastair Campbell 
of Airds’s magnificent History of Clan Campbell ). 

We are excited to have this progress report on a CCEF 
project of great research and scholarship that has been 
underway for many years. 

Pofessor Ronnie Black writes:  Clanranald’s ‘An Airc’ of 
1751 names many Campbells and others who had 
helped put down the Jacobite rising of 1745. Airds 
remarks in pp 151-53) that several of these people are 
‘not immediately identifiable’, and he concludes, very 
reasonably: “The poem is an interesting one as it 
reveals the tug of loyalty to the cause set against the 
feelings of neighbourliness and even friendship 
between foes who, now as on previous occasions in the 
Highlands, were quite capable of killing each other one 
moment and behaving with compassion and gentleness 
the next.” 

As a student of Gaelic literature, I had always been 
fascinated by this poem, and the more I thought about 
the problems of preparing a much-needed new edition 
of MacDonald’s work, the more my thoughts turned to 
understanding ‘The Ark’ – what are the circumstances 
that gave rise to it, who are the people mentioned in it, 
what had they done to merit the very specific 
punishments or rewards prescribed by the poet, and 
indeed what is the point of it all? 

Those were my thoughts eight or nine years ago. 
I’ve been on a voyage of discovery ever since. It has 

brought me to some far-flung corners in body and spirit, 
and I hope the result will be pleasing to the reader. As I 
write (11 February), The Campbells of the Ark: Men of 
Argyll in 1745 is at the printers in Malta, we have seen a 
proof of Volume One, and we are eagerly awaiting a 
proof of Volume Two, so we are on course for the book 
becoming available during the month of March. 

When I say ‘we’ I mean my wife Máire and myself. 
She did the IT, the camera work, the cartography and 
the typesetting. I did the research, the writing, the 
indexing and the proofreading. And we shared many of 
the adventures. 

It was Máire who coined the description of the book 
as ‘a work of history informed by literature’. That puts it 
in a nutshell. And what’s the difference between 
Volume One and Volume Two? Well, Volume One is 
mainly civil, Volume Two is mainly military. Browsers in 
bookshops will see that at a glance. The pictures in 
Volume One are mostly of elegant men and women in 
civilian dress, and of bits of the poet’s manuscript as 
well. The pictures in Volume Two are mainly of soldiers 
and castles, and there are also lots of maps.   (Professor 
Black’s article about his forthcoming book will be 
printed in full in the summer JOURNAL, when we hope 
to be able to advertise the finished work.) 

THE “APPIN MURDER” FINALLY SOLVED? ?? 

“As for [The Red Fox] Colin Campbell of Glenure, he 
was the victim of the Appin Murder of [May 14,] 1752; 
he had been singled out for sacrifice in ‘The Ark’ the 
previous year, and his two assassins, whom I name from 
a very reliable source, will certainly have been amongst 
his readers. This of 
course is the murder 
which furnished 
Stevenson with the 
pivot of his novel 
Kidnapped.”  -Prof. 
Black 

Ironically, Colin Roy 
Campbell of Glenure, ( R. L. 
Stevenson’s “Red Fox”) had actually been very well liked, even by 
many veteran Jacobites.  In Walking With Murder: On The 
Kidnapped Trail (2005), Ian Nimmo has also addressed the 
mystery of who shot Colin Campbell, applying modern police 
methods to the documents in the case, including two post-mortem 
reports. According to Nimmo, Alan Stewart did not pull the trigger, 
and the secret of who did has been handed down through the 
Stewart family for 250 years. Nimmo does not choose to reveal it, 
stating that "it is not mine to give away". –Ed. 



The Picts: Ancient and Modern 

By Peter Hill, Member of the St. Andrew’s Society & 
President of the Order of St. George in Philadelphia  

Saxons, Vikings, and Celts by Oxford Professor Bryan Sykes 
(the genetic roots of Britain and Ireland is one of the first 
books  written about the genetic history (DNA) of Britain and 
Ireland (UK title: Blood of the Isles).   

I found Chapter 11: THE PICTS of particular interest to our 
fellow Scots in relation to their independence versus 
governmental decree.  I draw to your attention to the 
segment on the building of Skye Bridge plus tolls 
accompanied by my photos during my trip there. Enjoy and 
Slainte Va!  

 

“On 15 July 1995 the final section of the Skye Bridge (above) 
was lowered into place.  Three months later, at 11 a.m. on 16 
October the Secretary of State for Scotland declared the 
bridge open and, for the first time since the Ice Age, the Isle 
of Skye was joined by solid connection to the mainland.  The 
very next day the protests started… The target of the protesters was a combination of the very high toll, the loss of the ferry, and the suspicion that the main financial backers, the Bank of America, were making far too much money.   By 1 a.m. there was a queue of thirty-five cars all refusing to pay.  Welcome to the spirited world of island protest!   There followed years of active opposition, non-payment, even one imprisonment.   Hilariously, those charged with refusing to pay the toll had to make the 140-mile round trip to the Sheriff Court at Dingwall, which once again meant crossing the bridge, where of course they refused to pay, thus incurring further criminal charges.   

The Skye Bridge toll became a cause 
celebre until eventually the Scottish executive bought the bridge and the tolls were scrapped on 21 December 2004.  Though Skye is firmly Gaelic, the protests were coordinated by one 
Robbie the Pict.  Not just a sobriquet, but a formal change of name.  Born Brian Robertson, Robbie the Pict is a celebrated campaigner against all kinds of modern evil.  He has been arrested over 300 times, refuses to pay road tax, and has formed his own sovereign state on one acre of land in the north end of Skye.  There are one or two other people who choose to link their name to this obscure ancient people.  I am regularly contacted by one “Nechtan the Pict,” eager to enlist my help in recovering DNA from an allegedly royal Pictish body found in Perthshire.   Clearly it means something to be thought of as a Pict…”   [But WHAT?  So below…]  Any tribes encountered by the Romans who either wore tattoos or adorned their bodies with bluish wode—not just these northern tribes—earned the uncomplimentary nickname “Picti”, meaning literally “the painted people.”  This is the theory confidently put forward after reading the late Roman historians. However the Picts who inhabited 7 kingdoms in northern Britain apparently used the name “Picts” for 
themselves because it appears in variations in many Gaelic languages. Were they Scythians or Gauls from Brittany (Armorica)?   Does their name instead actually come from the Gaelic word “pirate”?  They are first mentioned as “Picti” only  in 279 AD, while previously the people of the later “Pictland” region were known to the Romans as the Caledonii.   The latest thinking would have these Picts as maritime invaders of Orkney, Shetland, Hebrides, Skye, and northern Scotland—rather than the autochthonous people of northern Britain.  Nevertheless, several Scottish clans claim Pictish descent. 



The Scottish National Covenant  February 28, 1638 Arguably one of Scotland’s greatest days, the adoption and signing of the National Covenant in Greyfriars Churchyard over two days by the nobility, gentry, burgesses, clergy and people of Scotland has been called “that glorious marriage day of the Kingdom with God”.  Afterwards, copies were sent throughout the country for signing.  Eventually it was signed by 60,000 people.  That day is said to have been the biggest event in Scottish history, as the people of Scotland in effect signed a Covenant with God.  The Scottish Parliament had adopted the Reformed faith as the established religion in Scotland in 1560, and King James VI and his entire court had agreed to the 1581 
“King’s Confession” which established the principles of the Scottish Kirk.  Then in 1603 James VI went off to England to become King James I of Great Britain.  He promised to return to Scotland every three years, but delayed his return until 1618.  Meanwhile, he had dealt with the English Puritans and tried to forge a single Church in England using the translation of the Bible he had authorized for use in churches, completed in 1611.  On his return to Scotland, James decided to continue his reforms, with the intention of making a single church for his two kingdoms.  With this in mind, by the Five Articles of Perth, he appointed bishops, forebade the General Assembly of the Scottish Kirk from meeting (without his permission), and ordained a single form of worship in both realms. After the death of James VI & I in 1625, his son Charles I ascended the British throne, maintaining the Divine Right of the king as the LORD’s anointed and furthering the program of a single church for both kingdoms.  When, after being king for 8 years in 1633 he was finally CROWNED “King of Scotland,” Charles brought the English Archbishop of Canterbury along with him.   At the Scottish coronation, Charles was anointed with oil after the Roman Catholic usage, and the officiating ministers were ordered to wear white priestly gowns (rather than their black academic robes) as in the Church of England.  This popish practice incensed and disgusted the staunch Presbyterians of the Kirk.  No General Assembly of the Kirk was permitted.  Charles then had the Scottish Parliament pass an act REQUIRING the use of the English service in all churches; from henceforth, the bishops would wear white gowns when officiating, and the lower clergy would wear surplices as in England.  The congregants were instructed to kneel for Communion, the sign of the Cross was to be used in Baptism, Holy Days were to be observed, and bishops were to be appointed.  In May, 1637, by order sent from London and without consulting either the Scottish Parliament or a General Assembly, King Charles ordered every parish to use the 

new “Service Book of Liturgy”—a book (a modified form of “The Book of Common Prayer”) allegedly composed by the Archbishop of Canterbury.  The new liturgy had actually been devised by a panel of Scottish bishops, including compliant Archbishop Spottiswoode of St. Andrews, but William Laud was blamed and a riot against its use was orchestrated in St Giles' Cathedral, Edinburgh, ostensibly started by Jennie Geddes.  When, on July 23, 1637, the Service Book was being used for the first time in the High Church (Cathedral) of St. Giles in Edinburgh, in the presence of the archbishops of Glasgow and St. Andrews, and the bishop of Edinburgh, the Lords of the Privy Council, and the Court of Session, a 

general hubbub broke out. Jennie Geddes—an Edinburgh greengrocer—threw her stool at the head of John Hanna, Dean of St. Giles, crying: “Dost thou say mass at my lug?”   (Her stool is a treasure of Scotland’s National Museum in Edinburgh.) A riot broke out, and the clergy were pelted with projectiles and filth.  During the following months a protest grew against all the “Laudian reforms.” Lords Loudoun, Rothes, Balmerino, and Lindsay led the “Supplicants” to organize four elected “Tables” (or Committees) to represent the nobility, gentry, burgesses and clergy—with a fifth Table to act as an executive body.  Fearing further measures on the part of the King, it occurred to the lawyer Archibald Johnston of  
Warriston to revive the King’s Confession of 1581 in a form suited to the times. Together with the cooperation of Rev. Alexander Henderson, this Scottish National 
Covenant (as it was called) was finalized in early 1638.  It was intended to unite the Supplicants and was entirely based on the “King’s Confession of Faith” signed by James VI in 1581.  It called for adherence to doctrines already enshrined by acts of the Scottish Parliament.  Additional matter intended to suit the document to the special circumstances of the time was added, primarily a recital of the acts of parliament against "superstitious and papistical rites" and an elaborate oath to maintain the Reformed religion. Those who signed the National Covenant stated their opposition to Rome and their support of the Protestant faith. They rejected the king’s innovations in religion but professed “loyalty to the king’s majesty, his person and authority,” and were willing to stand with him in the “defense and preservation of the aforesaid true religion, liberties, and laws of the king.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Spottiswoode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Geddes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Johnston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Henderson_(theologian)


We all, and every one of us underwritten, do protest, that 
after long and due examination of our own consciences 
in matters of true and false religion, we are now 
thoroughly resolved of the truth, by the word and spirit 
of God; and therefore we believe with our hearts, 
confess with our mouths, subscribe with our hands, and 
constantly affirm before God and the whole world, that 
this only is the true Christian faith and religion, pleasing 
God, and bringing salvation to man, which now is by the 
mercy of God revealed to the world by the preaching of 
the blessed evangel, and received, believed, and 
defended by many and sundry notable kirks and realms, 
but chiefly by the Kirk of Scotland, the King's Majesty, 
and three estates of this realm, as God's eternal truth and 
only ground of our salvation; as more particularly is 
expressed in the confession of our faith, established and 
publicly confirmed by sundry Acts of Parliament; and 
now of a long time hath been openly professed by the 
King's Majesty, and whole body of this realm, both in 
burgh and land. To the which confession and form of 
religion we willingly agree in our consciences in all 
points, as unto God's undoubted truth and verity, 
grounded only upon His written Word; and therefore 
we abhor and detest all contrary religion and 
doctrine, but chiefly all kind of papistry in general 
and particular heads, even as they are now damned 
and confuted by the Word of God and Kirk of 
Scotland…  from the NATIONAL COVENANT 

By the end of May, 1638, the only areas of Scotland where the Covenant had not been widely accepted were the remote western highlands, and the counties of Aberdeen and Banff, where resistance to it was led by the Royalist, 
George Gordon, Marquis of Huntly. Confrontations then occurred in several parts of Scotland, 
The General Assembly of 1638 was summoned without Royal Consent and composed of ardent Covenanters, who were led by Alexander Henderson.  Bishops were to be abolished, the Five Articles of Perth and the Service Book were rejected, and in 1640 the Covenant was formally adopted by the Scottish Parliament, its subscription being made a requirement for all citizens.   King Charles declared the acts of the General Assembly illegal and sent untried English forces north. They were defeated by Sir Alexander Leslie (1st Earl of Leven) and his well-trained Scottish veterans who had served as mercenaries abroad in the Thirty Years” War. The Covenanters raised an army to resist Charles I's religious “reforms,” and defeated him in the Bishops' Wars. Charles was forced to call his English Parliament into session to obtain funds.  What he got were intransigent Puritans. The crisis that this caused to the Stuart monarchy helped bring about the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, which included the English Civil War, the Scottish Civil War and Irish Confederate Wars.  It also cost King Charles I his head.  A leader in the Covenanting movement, who would also lose his head, was Archibald Campbell, 
Marquis of Argyll.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishops%27_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_in_the_Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_in_the_Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Confederate_Wars


 

A reminder:  CCEF publishes at a considerable 
discount to our members.  The back pages of 
each JOURNAL contain descriptions and purchase 
information for each offering.  Shown here are the 
3-volume definitive HISTORY OF CLAN 
CAMPBELL by Alastair Campbell of Airds, Islay 
Herald Extraordinary to the Lord Lyon King of 
Arms—a set of all three volumes unbelievably for 
just $99.  Also the two disc DVD set CAMPBELL 
COUNTRY by Diarmid A. Campbell, former editor 
of the JOURNAL.  This is $34.95 and a must-have 
for anyone planning a trip to Campbell country in 
Scotland!   CCEF also vends the latest Inveraray 
Castle guidebook (autographed by our chief), 
revised by Her Grace the Duchess of Argyll herself 
and beautifully illustrated at $25.   THE NEW 
ROAD, a classic (a la KIDNAPPED—but from the 
Whig point of view) by Campbell author Neil Munro 
has also been reprinted and makes an exciting 
read.  Order from CCEF Treasurer Nancy E. 
Campbell, 1128 Brians Way, Wayne, PA 19807-
2244.  (Order form in JOURNAL too.) 

Below, newly remounted on their plinths and awaiting 
landscaping are three of the six statues by Alexander 
Stirling Calder the restoration of which CCEF helped to 
fund.  Please help us with CCEF projects by giving 
generously to the Clan Campbell Education Foundation. 

 

 

 

Book Review by the eNews editor: CCSNA member Sharon J. White from California, who participated in the 2014 CCEF trip to Scotland, was inspired to write an historical romance based on the events in Glencoe in 1691-92.   Her novel, FIRE AND 
SWORD: Murder under Trust, is dedicated to His Grace the Duke of Argyll and to Sharon’s Scottish Campbell ancestor Mary Polly Campbell and her husband Moses White.  It also is dedicated to her roommate on the Scottish trip, Mary Katherine Campbell of Texas.   While some may take umbrage at the repeated identification of the Scottish regiment under Capt. Robert Campbell of Glenlyon as “the Campbell regiment” (and I certainly do!), her main characters, drawn from real life, are very sympathetic, and I learned several customs of the period thanks to Sharon’s extensive research.   Only later do we learn that Sharon intentionally has spelt 
Argyle and Breadalbin in their 17th century forms.  I don’t know about “Inverary”—if it was ever not Inver-aray (the mouth of the river Aray.)  Sharon might want to have her editor look over some spelling and other textual defects, but I was very glad to have the book and enjoyed the read. It may be a soft way for many of our members to learn the truth about how the ordinary Campbells and other soldiers were horrified at the orders that were given to them after they had enjoyed Highland hospitality from MacIain MacDonald and his clansmen in the villages along Glencoe. Fortunately, the truth about the Massacre at Glencoe and on whom the blame should fall is told at the Visitor Center. 
Sharon’s book is available from Amazon. 


